
 

January 19, 2018 
 
The Honorable Thad Cochran 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
S-128, The Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20510  

The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
H-305, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Vice Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
S-146A, The Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States House of Representatives 
1016 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20515 

 
 
Re:   Oppose Efforts to Resurrect the Yazoo Backwater Pumps 
 
Dear Senator Cochran, Senator Leahy, Representative Frelinghuysen, and Representative Lowey:   
 
On behalf of our millions of members and supporters, the undersigned 87 conservation and 
faith-based organizations urge you to oppose efforts to resurrect the Yazoo Backwater Pumping 
Plant Project in Mississippi.  This $220 million Army Corps of Engineers project will drain and 
damage 200,000 acres of ecologically rich wetlands in the Mississippi Delta—an area larger than 
all 5 boroughs of New York City.   
 
The destruction of nationally significant wetlands at this scale is indefensible and unheard of 
since passage of the Clean Water Act.  Yet, section 433 of the Senate Appropriations Committee 
draft FY18 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill directs the Corps of 
Engineers to “immediately” initiate construction of the Yazoo Pumps, throwing out the long-
standing legal prohibition against constructing this project issued by the George W. Bush 
Administration and prohibiting any and all additional environmental review.  
 
The George W. Bush Administration put a permanent stop to the Yazoo Pumps in 2008, when it 
vetoed the project under the Clean Water Act.  This veto was strongly supported by more than 
115 conservation organizations from across the country, 540 independent scientists, and 99.9 
percent of the almost 48,000 comments submitted by members of the public, including 90 
percent of comments submitted by residents of Mississippi.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
strongly supported the veto to prevent devastation of the region’s vital wildlife habitat.   
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The veto was based on a comprehensive review which found that the Yazoo Pumps would cause 
“unacceptable damage” to “some of the richest wetland and aquatic resources in the nation.”  
The wetlands that would be drained provide hemispherically important foraging grounds and 
some of the richest stopover habitat in the country for migratory birds and waterfowl that live 
out much of their lives far beyond the borders of Mississippi.  Wetlands that would be drained 
also sustain a highly productive floodplain fishery and an extremely important but increasingly 
rare bottomland hardwood forest ecosystem.   
 
The Yazoo Pumps would also lay waste to extensive federal investments by draining wetlands 
that the federal taxpayers have long been paying to protect.  Wetlands will be drained on tens of 
thousands of acres of National Forest and National Wildlife Refuge lands, on lands enrolled in the 
Wetlands Reserve and Conservation Reserve Programs, and on lands purchased and restored as 
mitigation for previously constructed federal water projects.   
 
These nationally significant wetland resources and investments would be destroyed so that a 
small number of large landowners can intensify agricultural production on lands that regularly 
flood.  These large landowners would be the only people to benefit from the Yazoo Pumps.  
Many of these landowners already receive substantial federal farm subsidy payments.  In just the 
two-year floodplain in the project area, 51 landowners received a total of $15.3 million in farm 
subsidy payments between 1996 and 2001. 
 
The extent of the environmental devastation and taxpayer waste caused Senator John McCain to 
call the Yazoo Pumps “one of the worst projects ever conceived by Congress.”  We agree, and we 
urge you to reject any and all efforts to resurrect this utterly unacceptable project.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jen Hilburn 
Riverkeeper 
Altamaha Riverkeeper 
 
Rachel Conn 
Projects Director 
Amigos Bravos 
 
Dan Tonsmeire 
Riverkeeper 
Apalachicola Riverkeeper 
 
Jim Bradley 
Vice President, Policy and Government Relations 
American Rivers 
 

Ellen McNulty  
Executive Director 
Arkansas Wildlife Federation 
 
Dean Wilson 
Basinkeeper 
Atchafalaya Basinkeeper 
 
Jill Mastrototaro 
Policy Director 
Audubon Mississippi 
 
William Snape 
Senior Counsel 
Center for Biological Diversity 
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Juliet Cohen 
Riverkeeper 
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper 
 
Michael Mullen 
Executive Director 
Choctawhatchee Riverkeeper, Inc. 
 
John Koeferl 
President 
Citizens Against Widening the Industrial Canal 
 
Carin High 
Co-Chair 
Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge 
 
Jennifer Peters 
National Water Programs Director 
Clean Water Action 
 
Dale Beasley 
President 
Columbia River Crab Fisherman’s Association 
 
Clark Bullard 
Director 
Committee on the Middle Fork Vermillion River 
 
Dan Clark 
President 
Cry of the Water  
 
Duane Ninneman 
Executive Director 
CURE (Clean Up the River Environment) 
 
Mary Beth Beetham 
Director of Legislative Affairs 
Defenders of Wildlife 
 
Maya Van Rossum 
Delaware Riverkeeper 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network 

Brenda Richardson 
Managing Director 
Earth Conservation Corps 
 
Jenifer Collins 
Associate Legislative Representative 
Earthjustice  
 
Dan Silver 
Executive Director 
Endangered Habitats League 
 
Thomas Wheeler 
Executive Director 
Environmental Protection Information Center 
(EPIC) 
 
Ryan Bomar 
President 
Float Fisherman of Virginia 
 
Manley Fuller, III 
President 
Florida Wildlife Federation 
 
Judy Rodd 
Director 
Friends of Blackwater  
 
Trevor Russell 
Water Program Director 
Friends of the Mississippi River 
 
Steve Blumreich 
President 
Friends of the North Fork and White Rivers 
 
Ronald Stork 
Senior Policy Staff 
Friends of the River 
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Bill Tanger 
Chair 
Friends of the Rivers of Virginia 
 
Vivian Newman 
President 
Friends of Weskeag 
 
Bob Stokes 
President 
Galveston Bay Foundation 
 
Mike Worley 
CEO and President 
Georgia Wildlife Federation 
 
Fred Akers 
Administrator  
Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association 
 
Bruce Morrison 
General Counsel 
Great Rivers Environmental Law Center 
 
David Stokes 
Executive Director 
Great Rivers Habitat Alliance 
 
Cynthia Sarthou 
Executive Director 
Gulf Restoration Network  
 
Dorie Bolze 
President and CEO 
Harpeth Conservancy 
 
Indra Frank, MD, MPH 
Environmental Health & Water Policy Director 
Hoosier Environmental Council 
 
Kevin Lewis 
Executive Director 
Idaho Rivers Unlimited 

Darwin Adams 
Chairman 
Illinois Council of Trout Unlimited 
 
Jennifer Terry 
Executive Director 
Iowa Environmental Council 
 
Jared Mott 
Conservation Director 
Izaak Walton League of America 
 
Ward Wilson 
Executive Director 
Kentucky Waterways Alliance 
 
Kimberly Baker 
Executive Director 
Klamath Forest Alliance 
 
Sharon Bosley 
Executive Director 
Kootenai Environmental Alliance 
 
Madeleine Foote 
Legislative Representative 
League of Conservation Voters 
 
Dr. Barry Kohl 
President 
Louisiana Audubon Council 
 
Rebecca Triche 
Executive Director 
Louisiana Wildlife Federation 
 
Rachel Silverstein 
Executive Director 
Miami Waterkeeper 
 
Gary Botzek 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Conservation Federation 
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Craig Sterle 
President 
Minnesota Division Izaak Walton League  
 
James Clift 
Policy Director 
Michigan Environmental Council 
 
Heather Navarro 
Executive Director 
Missouri Coalition for the Environment 
 
Trana Rogne  
Chair of the Steering Committee   
MNDak Upstream Coalition 
 
Karen Hyun 
Director of Water and Coastal Policy 
National Audubon Society 
 
Chad Lord 
Senior Director, Water Policy 
National Parks Conservation Association 
 
Johnny Marquez 
Director of Coastal Programs 
Mississippi Wildlife Federation 
 
Melissa Samet 
Senior Water Resources Counsel 
National Wildlife Federation 
 
Rob Moore 
Water & Climate Team Leader 
Natural Resources Defense Counsel 
 
Gerald Meral 
Director of California Water Program 
Natural Heritage Institute 
 
Robert Gaudet 
President 
Nevada Wildlife Federation 

Nina Bell, J.D. 
Executive Director 
Northwest Environmental Advocates 
 
Steve Pedery 
Conservation Director 
Oregon Wild 
 
Laurie Howard 
Executive Director 
The Passaic River Coalition 
 
Walter Ernest 
Director of Operations 
Pelican Coast Conservancy 
 
The Rev. Sandra L. Strauss 
Director of Advocacy and Ecumenical 
Outreach 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
 
Carol Hays 
Executive Director 
Prairie Rivers Network 
 
Jeff Ruch 
Executive Director 
Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility (PEER) 
 
Art Norris 
Waterkeeper 
Quad Cities Waterkeeper 
 
Bill Schultz 
Riverkeeper 
Raritan Riverkeeper 
 
Margaret Miner 
Executive Director 
Rivers Alliance of Connecticut 
 
 



January 19, 2018 
Page 6 
 
Melanie Winter 
Founder & Director 
The River Project 
 
Carol Campbell 
Steering Committee Member 
Save EPA 
 
Dalal Aboulhosn  
Deputy Legislative Director  
Sierra Club 
 
Louie Miller 
State Director 
Sierra Club Mississippi 
 
Chris Hesla 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Wildlife Federation 
 
Dana Wright 
Interim Executive Director 
Tennessee Clean Water Network 
 
John McFadden 
CEO 
Tennessee Environmental Council 
 
Lindsay Gardner 
Conservation Policy Manager 
Tennessee Wildlife Federation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lee Willbanks 
Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper 
Executive Director 
Save the River 
 
Nick Schou 
Conservation Director 
Utah Rivers Council 
 
David Groenfeldt, PhD 
Director 
Water-Culture Institute 
 
Cindy Rank 
Chair 
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 
 
Angie Rosser 
Executive Director 
West Virginia Rivers Coalition 
 
Paul Botts 
President and Executive Director 
The Wetlands Initiative 
 
George Meyer 
Executive Director 
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation 


