July 1, 2019

Via Email (drafteis@comments.pebbleprojecteis.com) and
Web-Portal (pebbleprojecteis.com)

Program Manager

US Army Corps of Engineers

645 G Street

Suite 100-921

Anchorage, AK 99501

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Pebble Project, Bristol Bay, AK (DEIS 20190018)

Dear Corps of Engineers:

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters, the 104 undersigned conservation, social justice,
and civic organizations urge the Corps of Engineers (Corps) to deny the permit for the extraordinarily
destructive Pebble Mine project and withdraw the project’s deeply flawed Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS). These actions are necessary to protect the people and wildlife of Alaska’s pristine
Bristol Bay watershed.

The ecologically rich Bristol Bay watershed is home to more than 190 species of birds, 40 species of
mammals, and 29 species of fish, including all five species of North American Pacific salmon. The health
of this ecosystem makes possible the world’s greatest wild salmon fishery, which drives the economy of
the entire region and generates $1.5 billion in annual economic output. Not surprisingly, more than 65
percent of Alaskans, 80 percent of Bristol Bay residents and Native communities, and 85 percent of
commercial fishermen oppose the Pebble Mine.

Pebble Mine would forever scar this essential watershed with a massive open-pit toxic mine, dangerous
tailings storage facility, 270-megawatt power plant, 83 miles of roads with more than 200 stream
crossings and 8 large bridges, 188 miles of natural gas pipelines, and a large new port and ice-breaker
barge system. The damage will be overwhelming—even the improperly truncated DEIS acknowledges
that more than 4,500 acres® of pristine wetlands will be destroyed, 80 miles of untouched streams will
be wiped out, flows will be altered in critical salmon streams, and “fugitive dust” will cover 1,890
additional wetland acres. These significant adverse impacts cannot be mitigated.

In short, the Pebble Mine project would cause and contribute to significant degradation of Alaska’s
waters, as recognized by the Environmental Protection Agency in 20142 and again in 2018.3 As a matter

1 The DEIS states that 3,560 acres of wetlands that will be permanently destroyed, 510 acres will be “temporarily”
filled during construction, and 449 acres will be dewatered. DEIS at ES-2.

2 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Proposed Determination of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 10 Pursuant to Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska (July 2014) at
ES-5 to ES-6 (loss of 1,100 acres of wetlands or more than 5 miles of anadromous fish streams in Bristol Bay would
be “unacceptable” and appropriate for a Clean Water Act 404(c) veto).

3 Environmental Protection Agency, Notification of Decision Not to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict
the Use of an Area as a Disposal Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska, 83 Fed. Reg. 8668, (Feb. 28, 2018).
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of law, the Corps must deny a Clean Water Act permit for any activity that will cause this level of harm.*
As a result, the Corps must deny the requested Clean Water Act permit for Pebble Mine.

The Corps should also withdraw the fatally flawed DEIS, which ignores a vast array of significant impacts,
lacks scientific integrity, is missing fundamental data and information, and examines only a small portion
of the mining activities that the applicant intends to carry out. Among many other problems, the DEIS:

e Ignores significant impacts to a vast array of fish and wildlife species. Pebble Mine will destroy
and fragment vital habitat, reduce connectivity, change natural stream flows, harm water
quality, and leave behind an open pit containing at least 61 billion gallons of highly toxic
wastewater in perpetuity once the mine is closed. The DEIS either completely ignores or barely
addresses the impacts of these habitat changes on mammals, migratory waterfowl, other
migratory birds, and amphibians. Impacts on salmon and other fish species are similarly given
short shrift, including by failing to assess the impacts of increased copper concentrations in
streams (which can prevent salmon from using their sense of smell to return upstream to
breed), and failing to assess the habitat loss impacts on long-term productivity (the most
productive Bristol Bay salmon habitat shifts location from year to year, potentially magnifying
harm from habitat loss>).

e Ignores highly dangerous threats to water quality. Pebble Mine will use an extremely complex
and untested water treatment system to process an unprecedented amount of highly toxic
wastewater—at least 6.8 billion gallons of wastewater a year during operation of the mine and
11.8 billion gallons of wastewater a year in perpetuity after the mine closes—in the seismically
active and extremely difficult conditions in the Bristol Bay watershed. Even under less hostile
conditions, 93% of U.S. open pit copper mines fail to adequately capture and treat wastewater
resulting in significant impacts to water quality.® The DEIS ignores these realities, and instead
simply assumes that water quality standards will in fact always be met.

e Ignores the very real risk of a full or partial tailings pond collapse. The proposed mine tailings
dam would hold 1.1 billion tons of mining waste in perpetuity in a seismically active region. The
DEIS fails to assess the impacts of a catastrophic or partial collapse of the tailings dam, despite
repeated examples of failures around the world. A catastrophic failure would contaminate the
region forever.

e Ignores significant risks to the region’s economy. Bristol Bay’s immense ecological wealth
drives the region’s economy and supports an immensely valuable wild-salmon fishery. Despite
the extensive damage that Pebble Mine will inflict on the region’s ecology and fisheries, the DEIS
fails to provide any assessment of the impacts of Pebble Mine on the region’s economy.

e Ignores critical public health and cultural impacts. The DEIS does not include a Health Impact
Assessment, despite requests from Bristol Bay community members through public scoping

4 A Clean Water Act permit must be denied for a project that “will cause or contribute to significant degradation of
the waters of the United States.” 40 C.F.R. § 230.10(c) (2010).

5Sean R. Brennan, Schindler D.E., Cline T.J., et al, Shifting habitat mosaics and fish production across river basins,
Science 364 (6442), 783-786 (May 2019), DOI: 10.1126/science.aav4313.

6 Earthworks, Pebble Mine: Unprecedented Waste Water Capture & Treatment Requirements, May 2019 (analyzing
15 open pit copper mines operating in the United States that account for 99% of US copper production).
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meetings and written comments. The DEIS likewise ignores many important social and cultural
impacts that will affect the everyday well-being of Bristol Bay residents.

e Ignores highly significant cumulative impacts, including from climate change and from mining
the full Pebble deposit. The DEIS fails to assess the cumulative impacts of climate change,
which could cause significant changes in rainfall patterns and other hydrologic conditions in the
watershed. The DEIS fails to meaningfully analyze the cumulative impacts of mining the entire
nearly 11-billion ton deposit over time, despite the DEIS’ explicit recognition that it must do so.
Because Pebble has made it clear that it in fact intends to mine the full deposit, the DEIS should
also comprehensively examine the impacts of mining the full deposit as an action alternative.

e Ignores critically important compensatory mitigation requirements. In direct violation of the
National Environmental Policy Act, the DEIS fails to provide specific information on actions that
could be taken (including the effectiveness of those actions) to mitigate the project’s significant
adverse impacts. Instead, the DEIS states only that out-of-kind mitigation might be carried out
in other watersheds and any such mitigation might be developed in the future.

Any future (or additional) consideration of mining the Pebble Deposit should start with the release of an
entirely new, and legally adequate, DEIS for public comment. The new DEIS must fully address the
extensive adverse impacts of siting an industrial mining facility and its attendant infrastructure in the
pristine Bristol Bay watershed, including the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of the proposal.
Some of our organizations will also be submitting additional technical comments that we urge you to
carefully consider.

Our organizations staunchly oppose the Pebble Mine project and we urge the Corps to reject the
requested permit and withdraw the DEIS. The Bristol Bay watershed is far too important to wildlife,
communities, jobs, and the economy to risk to such flawed decision making.

Sincerely,
Adrienne Morgado Brad Powell
Board Member President

350 Bucks County

Cindy Lowry
Executive Director
Alabama Rivers Alliance

Eileen Shader
Director, River Restoration
American Rivers

Carolyn Lange

Secretary/Treasurer
Aquashicola/Pohopoco Watershed
Conservancy

Arizona Wildlife Federation

Matthew Schroeder
President
Arkansas Chapter American Fisheries Society

Trey Buckner
President
Arkansas Wildlife Federation

Tom VanderPlaat
Board President
Association of Northwest Steelheaders
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Dean Wilson
Executive Director
Atchafalaya Basinkeeper

Heather Cantino
Steering Committee Chair
Athens County's Future Action Network

Mark Conway
Executive Director
Baltimore Tree Trust

Rebecca Roter
Chairperson
Breathe Easy Susquehanna County

James Michael Pfiffer
Executive Director
Chemung River Friends

Joe Levine
Director
Citizens For Water

Jennifer Peters
National Water Programs Director
Clean Water Action

Ken Dolsky
Organizer
Coalition Against the Pilgrim Pipeline NJ

Harrison Langley
Waterkeeper
Collier County Waterkeeper Inc

Dale Beasley

President

Columbia River Crab Fisherman’s Association
and Coalition of Coastal Fisheries

Elaine Cimino
Director
Common Ground Rising
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Les Welsh
Interim Executive Director
Conservation Council for Hawai'i

Heather A. Govern
Director, Clean Air and Water
Conservation Law Foundation

Dave Werntz
Science and Conservation Director
Conservation Northwest

Peg Furshong
Director of Programs
CURE (Clean Up the River Environment)

B. Arrindell
Director
Damascus Citizens for Sustainability

Anne Harper
Executive Director
Delaware Nature Society

Mary Gutierrez
Executive Director
Earth Action, Inc.

Blaine Miller-McFeeley
Senior Legislative Representative
Earthjustice

Aaron Mintzes
Senior Policy Counsel
Earthworks

Bobby Hughes

Executive Director

Eastern PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine
Reclamation

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League
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Maureen Cunningham
Senior Director for Clean Water
Environmental Advocates of New York

Thomas Wheeler

Executive Director

EPIC Environmental Protection Information
Center

John E. Peck
Executive Director
Family Farm Defenders

Preston T. Robertson
President and CEO
Florida Wildlife Federation

Brook Lenker
Executive Director
FracTracker Alliance

Kris Unger
Education & Outreach Chair
Friends of Accotink Creek

Catherine Patterson

President

Friends Of Arthur T. Marshall Loxahatchee
National Wildlife Refuge

Carolyn Lange

Secretary

Friends of Cherry Valley National Wildlife
Refuge

Marcie Keever
Legal Director
Friends of the Earth US

Trevor Russell
Water Program Director
Friends of the Mississippi River

Judith Stribling
Membership Secretary
Friends of the Nanticoke River
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Bill Tanger
Chair
Friends of the Rivers of Virginia

Yvonne Taylor
Vice President
Gas Free Seneca

Fred Akers
Administrator
Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association

Kathleen Henry
President
Great Rivers Environmental Law Center

Mark Antoniewicz
Director of Communications
Hip Hop Caucus

Kevin Lewis
Executive Director
Idaho Rivers United

Darwin Adams
Chairman
lllinois Council of Trout Unlimited

Jared Mott
Conservation Director
Izaak Walton League of America

Tom Fitzgerald
Director
Kentucky Resources Council, Inc.

Ward Wilson
Executive Director
Kentucky Waterways Alliance

Kimberly Baker
Executive Director
Klamath Forest Alliance

Patricia Schuba
President
Labadie Environmental Organization
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Madeleine Foote
Deputy Legislative Director
League of Conservation Voters

Diana Hoke

VP for Advocacy

League of Woman Voters
Roselle/Bloomingdale

Sue Coleman
Treasurer
League of Women Voters

Sandy Rosenthal
Founder and President
Levees.org

Meghan Elgan
Education Coordinator
Living Lands & Waters

Barry Kohl, Ph.D.
President
Louisiana Audubon Council

Drew Martin
Conservation Chair
Loxahatchee Group, Sierra Club

Cheryl Nenn
Riverkeeper
Milwaukee Riverkeeper

Kathy Hawes
Coordinator
Mississippi River Collaborative

Dave Chadwick
Executive Director
Montana Wildlife Federation

Melissa Samet
Senior Water Resources Counsel

National Wildlife Federation

Gerald Meral

Director of California Water Program

Natural Heritage Institute
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Taryn Kiekow Heimer
Deputy Director of Marine Mammal Protection
Natural Resources Defense Council

James Johnson
Executive Director
Nebraska Wildlife Federation

Robert Gaudet
President
Nevada Wildlife Federation

Angela Hotaling
Director of Programs
New York League of Conservation Voters

Manley Fuller, llI
Vice President, Conservation Policy
North Carolina Wildlife Federation

John Bradley
Executive Director
North Dakota Wildlife Federation

Matt Norton

Policy Director, Campaign to Save the Boundary
Waters

Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness

Buck Moorhead
Chair
NYH20

Vivian Stockman
Executive Director
OVEC-Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition

Rev. Sandra L. Strauss
Director of Advocacy and Ecumenical Outreach
Pennsylvania Council of Churches

Howard Penn
Executive Director
Planning and Conservation League

Kim Knowles
Policy Specialist
Prairie Rivers Network
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Eleanor Hines
North Sound Baykeeper
RE Sources for Sustainable Communities

Mary Kushner
Founding Member
Roseland Against Compressor Station (RACS)

Trygve B Sletteland
Founding Executive Director
Sacramento River Council

Hobe Kytr
Administrator
Salmon For All

Gail Musante

Official Signer

Sanford-Oquaga Area Concerned Citizens (S-
OACC)

Joseph Bogaard
Executive Director
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition

Joseph Campbell
President
Seneca Lake Guardian, A Waterkeeper Affiliate

Dalal Aboulhosn
Deputy Legal Director
Sierra Club

Charles W. Marsh
President
Sleepy Creek Watershed Association

Nathaniel Gonzalez
President of the Board
Sociedad Ornitolégica Puertorriqueiia Inc.

Chris Hesla
Executive Director
South Dakota Wildlife Federation

Meredith Trainor
Executive Director
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council
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Bob Lewis
Executive Director
St. Mary's River Watershed Association

Suzannah Glidden
Co-founder
Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion (SAPE)

Kathy Hawes
Executive Director
Tennessee Clean Water Network

Mike Butler
CEO
Tennessee Wildlife Federation

Melanie Winter
Founder & Director
The River Project

Paula Guenst

Secretary

Tobyhanna Creek/Tunchannock Creek
Watershed Association

Kris Balliet
Executive Director
Tualatin Riverkeepers

Diane C. Beeny
Chair
Union County (NJ) Peace Council

Nick Schou
Conservation Director
Utah Rivers Council

Jason Budsan
President
Virgin Islands Conservation Society

Lindsay Newsome
Program Director
Virginia Association for Biological Farming

Patrick Calvert
Policy and Campaigns Manager
Virginia Conservation Network
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Larissa Liebmann
Staff Attorney
Waterkeeper Alliance

David Groenfeldt
Director
Water-Culture Institute

Paula Maccabee
Advocacy Director and Counsel
WaterLegacy
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